
LENTEN SCRIPTURE
REFLECTIONS 

What have we considered more important to us than our gaining heaven (eternal life)?
What are our priorities?  Where is God and the salvation of our soul in that list of
priorities? 
What do we gain from those priorities other than God?  Does it last forever?  Does is
matter in the long run?  Can we take it with us when we die? Does it truly provide an
example for those who we love and care for?

"For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life?  Or what shall
man give in exchange for his life?" (Mt. 16:26)

1.

2.

This question was posed to the"rich man" who approached Jesus and asked him about
eternal life.  He asked, 'why do you ask me about the good?'  It is a fascinating question. 
 The Lord is God, and all that is good comes from him because he is The Good.  He is the
"one who is good".  Why do we ask the Lord about anything?  What do you often ask
from him?  Why do you turn to him?  Who do you believe that he is? 
The rich man asks,"what good deed must I do to have eternal life?"  Perhaps the Lord's
question means that the rich man should know.  He has no reason to ask this questions. 
 They speak of the commandments.  When we ask questions of the Lord, often if we pay
attention we might realize that we know what we must do.  Have you ever listened to
your prayers and your questions and realize that you really do know what the Lord wants
from us and what we must do?

"Why do you ask me about the good?" (Mt. 19:17)
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2.

The day - long workers murmured against the land owner for a perceived injustice for
paying the same as those who worked only a short period.  How often do we have the
attitude that we somehow "deserve" more than what the Lord has given to us?  Do we
have a sense of entitlement, that something is owed to us? 
Perhaps we should learn to imitate the generosity of the land owner in the Lord's parable.  
The Lord himself is the generous land owner.  How can we show our generosity more? 
 Do we often think that others do not deserve any goodness or benefit? 

"Are you envious because I am generous?" (Mt. 20:15) 
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This question was the Lord's response to the request of the sons of Zebedee to sit
one on his right and one on his left.  He asks them if they are willing to follow him to the
cross, "to drink the chalice I must drink."  How would you answer the Lord?  Are you
willing to carry your cross?
Perhaps this question is asked because James andJohn were asking for power and
prestige for themselves.  What do we ask the Lord, is it for our selfishness or
ambition? 

"Are you able to drink the chalice that I must drink?" (Mt. 20:22) 
1.
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To call Jesus, 'Lord" means that he has dominion over our life, if that is true, how
obedient are we to him?
In order to be obedient to the Lord do we pay close attention to what his instructions
are, his teaching and commands?  Do we read from the Gospels often?  How could
we be a good Christian unless we actually do what the Lord commands us to do? 

"Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord' and not do what I tell you? (Lk. 6:46) 
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The "wedding garment" is often seen as our souls.  Our souls should be prepared to
receive the Lord in Holy Communion, for the Mass is the Wedding Feast.  How
prepared is our soul to receive Jesus in the Eucharist?  Have we been to confession
recently?  What sins do we need to purge from out lives in order to have a proper
"wedding garment" at the wedding feast?   
Imagine that the Lord will visit your home today, wouldn't you do everything necessary
to prepare your house: clean it, make it presentable for your honored guest?  Wouldn't
your soul need to be prepared, to be cleaned and purified, so that it can be
presentable to the Lord when you attend Mass and receive Holy Communion? 

"Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?" (Mt. 22:12) 
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Doesn't the Lord know what we need, or what we want?  Why does he ask us what
we are looking for, what we are seeking?   
Does our asking include an act of faith?  Do we show the Lord how we are grateful to
him and how much we rely on his help?

"What do you want?" (Mt. 20:21)
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